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FEBRUARY 
WORSHIP  
SCHEDULE 

 
 
 
 

February 5 
5th Sunday after 

Epiphany 
First Communion 

 
Worship at 9:30 am 

 
 

February 12 
6th Sunday after 

Epiphany 
 

Worship at 9:30 am 
 
 

February 19 
Trans guration of 

our Lord 
 

Worship at 9:30 am 
 

February 22 
Ash Wednesday 

Worship at 6:30 pm 
 

February 26 
First Sunday of Lent 

 
Worship at 9:30 am 

 
 
 

+ 
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Welcome to the season of Lent!  
 

 
Lent is a time of reflection and repent-
ance, sacrifice and self-examination. 
But Lent is also a season of hope — 
hope in the work God is doing in the 
world, even in the most challenging 
times. Safety and stability, rest and 
renewal, even sufficient livelihood for 
all, are just a few of the things of 
which we dream, fueled by the Holy 
Spirit.   
 
Throughout our mid-week Lenten 
journey,  we  ill be  experiencing  the 

“Bread of Life” (John 6), a program that has been wri en by our very own Music Minister, 
Tamara Smith.  You are invited to explore the work and witness to Christ the Bread of Life 
with your family, friends, and neighbors. These sessions involve reading and hearing familiar 
scripture, encountering words of  members and discovering your spiritual gifts.  We will share 
the joy of this Bread of Life and live into the promise of rest and security.   May we  learn from 
those whose faith was sustained through trials and tribulations, and be inspired for the work 
that lies ahead of us today.  
 
Join us this season — on your own, in a small group or with our congregation — as we en-
counter the Bread of Life anew and unite in our efforts to end hunger of many forms. 
 

In peace,  
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LENTEN MIDWEEK JOURNEYLENTEN MIDWEEK JOURNEY  
  Blending Our Spiritual Gi sBlending Our Spiritual Gi s  

Seven Opportuni es like a Recipe 
 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed.  …  Now there 
are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.  …  Now you are the 
body of Christ and individually members of it.  1 Corinthians 12:1, 4-6, 27 
 

Gifts.  Giving, sharing, receiving … who doesn’t love a gift?  We all have them.  Many in fact!  
Growing up, I was taught about our gifts of Time, Talent, and Tithing.  Now we speak more to 
our Spiritual Gifts.   
 

My previous position as Coordinator of Lay Ministries was tasked with finding the 'spiritual gifts' 
of our church family.  Rather than look at it from a perspective of being a part of the physical or 
human Body of Christ, I considered us and our spiritual gifts, or ingredients, becoming the Body 
of Christ, the Bread of Christ, and ultimately, the Bread of Life.  
 

As a Body of Christ, some parts work well together and others more independently.  Ingredients 
can be used in many and varying forms.  For instance, eggs are a common breakfast meal and can 
be used in breakfast casseroles, pasta, meat dishes, cookies, cakes, and more.  Sometimes eggs 
shine as the main course; other times they are hidden in meatloaf or baked goods.  That's us!  
God's called people of Trinity Lutheran Church.  When we work together and blend our spiritual 
gifts, we become the Body of Christ ~ Bread of Life and Love ~ an outward symbol of God's love.  
And, the pre el shape reminds us of sign language for love.  The bread reminds us that He is the 
Bread of Life.  Our spiritual gifts become the ingredients within the pre el.   
 

Each of our Lenten Midweek services will focus on a Spiritual Gift and its association with an in-
gredient:  God / Water;  Worship / Salt;  Serving / Sugar;  Bible Reading / Milk;  Spiritual Relation-
ships / Flour;  Giving / Bu er;  Prayer / Yeast, and Mission / Eggs.  To identify our individual 
Spiritual Gifts, a 60-question survey will be available for everyone to complete.  Results will be 
compiled and entered into a confidential database (developed by the ELCA around 2004) so we 
can be er match our gifts currently available with Trinity's vision and mission.  Won't it be excit-
ing to see which Spiritual Gifts we've been given to share with others! 
 

For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.  We have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 
cheerfulness.    Romans 12:4-8 
 
Tamara Smith 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  
MINISTRY 

      for children ages 3-11 
 

 

 

 

   
 

Feb. 5, Feb. 12 & Feb. 26 
offered at 9am 

First Communion Sunday  
Sunday, February 5 at 9:30am. 

Trinity is welcoming five young people  
to share in our Lord’s Supper for the  

first time. 
Please keep these children  

in your prayers.  

An intergenera onal faith forma on opportunity during Holy Week 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL  5th  
5pm Hot Dog Dinner     5:30pm Movie 
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Confirmation Ministry 
 

Feb. 1 Class    
Feb. 8 Last Mentor Meal (Meal hosted by: McNulty & Russell) 
Feb.12    Leading Sunday Morning Worship  
Feb. 15 Finale Fun & Meal 

Wednesday, February 15 
Family Night & Meal 

6pm-7pm 
This is the finale event for the confirmation year. 

This evening is for confirmation students &  
their families to gather and celebrate with games,  

bible trivia and a meal! 

Thank you  
Confirmation Mentors! 

Shawn Sutherland Bill Callander 
Kent Oakland Julie Rankila 
Mark Reuter Glenn Anderson 
Bob Gothblad Mark Fagerstrom 
Kyle Young Dave Martin 
Mike Kistner 

Confirmation Curriculum During Lent 
Feb. 22 Ash Wednesday Worship at 6:30pm 
Students need to a end 6 out of 10 Lenten/Holy Week 

Soup Suppers & Services. 
Parents we need you to a end with your child(ren). 

Faith formation is about loving examples. 

“Blessed to be a Blessing”  
Genesis 12 

God blessed Abraham so he could 
be a blessing to many. Today, we 
are blessed by God to also bless 

others with loving kindness. 
 
Pictured to the left is our 7th and 
8thgrade confirmation students, 
who on January 18, brought and 
packaged 15 care packages for  

students attending college  
or trade school. 
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Summer Opportunity for 
Youth Grades 4th and up-

E230JUNE23 

 
ABOUT THE DESTINATION 
Located in the heart of Wisconsin, the Flambeau River is considered one of the best paddling 
rivers in the country. The river is wide and the current starts out slow, giving novice paddlers 
the chance to learn and practice their skills before encountering small riffles and rapids. The rap-
ids grow progressively larger, culminating in a really fun set of Class II rapids on the last day, 
right where we pick you up.  Along the way you’ll enjoy the beautiful forest and abundant 
wildlife.  
 

The trip involves campfires on the sandy beaches, a sky full of stars, calming sound of water 
and your new-found-friends in front of you, it is plain to see the wonder of creation and the 
Grace of God.  
 

Space is limited to 10 students, deadline is March 1, 2023 
Cost is $125 per person 
If you have any further questions, please direct them to our 
trip coordinator:  Janine McNulty 
 
Fun Fact: The Flambeau River got it’s name from the French Fur Trad-
ers (Voyageurs!) who watched the native people fishing along the river 
using flaming torches. 

FINANCIAL MEMBERS 
 

Please remember to allocate your 2022 Thrivent Choice Dollars. This is money dis-
tributed to charitable organizations by the company based on your investments. If 
you allocate funds to Trinity, they will go into the Endowment Fund unless you 
bring your distribution information to the office and ask to have it designated to an-
other fund. 

JUNE 25-30, 2023 
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Intergenerational Experience 
June 18-23, 2023 

 

Mission Fundraising Planning Meeting  
Sunday, February 12th at 10:35am 

 

WELCOME our new Mission Trip  
Fundraising Coordinator: Julie Rankila 

Need to Raise $10,000  
 
 
 

[Christ’s] love is made complete in us 
1 John 4:11-12 

        

Theme for the  
Mission Trip 

 

YOU ARE HERE. 
 

You are here to love the Lord 
your God and to love your 
neighbor.  You are here to share 
what you have and who you 
are.  And you are here to unite 
with others as we discover how 
to live like Jesus. 

UPCOMING FUNDRAISING EVENTS 
 

· Easter Brunch on Sunday, April 9 
 8:30-10:00 am  
   (Coordinator Sarah Gothblad) 
 
· Dinner and Talent Show, TBA 
     (Coordinator Jessica Macone) 
 
· Silent Auction of People’s Talents, 

TBA (Coordinator TBA) 
      Let’s use our imagination! 

 
We all need prayer. I’m sure you can share at least one story of how prayer 
made a difference in your life.  This mission group needs your prayers too 
as we plan and prepare for this adventure.   
Did you know, all of the individuals or families who were asked to pray for 
a mission participant said “yes!”  This is so inspiring! Thank you for being 
willing to be a prayer family. Thank you for being willing to support these 
travelers in faith. Know that this group is bringing Trinity Lutheran mission 
to the good people of Puerto Rico with Christ’s love. 
Dear God, please equip, enable, and encourage us to show your love in eve-
rything we say & do. Amen 
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Pastoral Care Team visits are now allowed 
with some restrictions, and your health 
concerns and hospitalization are im-
portant to the Pastor and visitation team. 
So, when you or a family member are ad-
mi ed, please inform the hospital of your 
church affiliation. Be er yet, share infor-
mation about planned or unexpected hos-
pitalizations directly with us by:  
 
· Calling 715.635.3603 
· Emailing trinitylutheranspooner@gmail.com  
· Asking the hospital chaplain to call Trinity's office.  
 

This will not re-
sult in your name 
being shared with 
anyone beyond 
the staff. Then 
Trinity’s Pastor 
will be able to fol-
low up with you 
via a phone call. 
 

Adult Ministry Opportunity  
Meet at Track’s  

Sunday, Feb. 19 at 
11:30am 

Theology on Tap reaches adults  
“where we are,” while inviting  

one another to discover how faith  
can give sense to our everyday lives.  
 

THEOLOGY on TAP 



 

TRINITY TRUMPET                                    FEBRUARY 2023 

10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello! My name is Cathy Reuter and I am a 
CPL at Trinity Lutheran Church.  
 
What does it mean to be a CPL? A CPL is a 
Christian Public Leader. During my first year 
at Luther Seminary.  While working on my 
Masters of Divinity, I am required to have a 
contextual learning site. The learning site 
provides an opportunity to discover first 
hand what it takes to be a pastor.  Fortunate-
ly, I can do this at Trinity.  
 
So when you see me serving communion, 
a ending meetings, preaching, I am learning. 
Please feel free to ask me questions and share 
insights.  I am always happy to learn. 
 

   [Cathy will be preaching on February 12] 

Dear Members and Friends of the Northwest Synod 
of Wisconsin, 
 
 I am very excited to invite you to participate in this 
transformative trip to the Holy Land with me in Jan-
uary of 2024. Below is the link with registration in-
formation. 
 
It is an amazing experience to see with our own eyes, 
the lands of the Old Testament stories and walk in 
the footsteps of Jesus. We will visit Bethlehem, the 
Jordan River, Nazareth, Capernaum, Cana, take a 
boat ride on the sea of Galilee, walk on the Road to 
Damascus and the way of the cross in Jerusalem. We 
will visit with Palestinian Lutheran Christians, visit 
a Lutheran school, a Lutheran church and the Bishop 
of the Holy Land and Jordan, Bishop Azar. This is a 
profound way to grow in faith and biblical under-
standing. I hope you will join us! 
  
Here is the link with all the information. 
 
 

Northwest Synod of Wisconsin Holy Land 
Trip with Bishop L... (eliastours.com) 
  

Let me know if you have any questions! 
 

 Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 
Lskow-anderson@nwswi.org 

40 DAYS OF GIVING WORLD HUNGER PROJECT 
 

Trinity’s World Hunger project for Lent 2023 will be to gather funds to support two clean water projects. A 
goal of $1500 has been set to give to the ELCA Good Gifts program to support clean water in areas in des-
perate need of pure drinking water. The Trinity Endowment Fund board is being asked to match the 
amount collected to be given to our synod partners in Malawi. Because of the widespread and severe 
floods of last year, water born diseases like cholera are severely affecting communities that do not have 
adequate wells or water purification facilities. Opportunities to support this project will be given through-
out the season of lent. 

The Stewardship Commi ee and the Board of Church and Society 
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            YOU ARE  
            INVITED  
When: Sunday,  
February 19 at 9 a.m. 
Where: Family Room 
What: A study of Psalm 32 
Who: All interested adults 
and youth 

 
We know by faith that God is at work, draw-
ing us toward the resurrection and restoration 
of the world. ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days 
of Giving invites you to be part of that work 
and to bear witness to it with partners, com-
panions, friends, and neighbors.  
 
This study will journey through selected 
psalms. In these ancient hymns, we encounter 
our spiritual ancestors, whose faith sustained 
them through trials and tribulations, and be 
inspired for the work that lies ahead of us to-
day. 
 
Psalm 32 draws us into the emotional and 
spiritual experience of repentance and for-
giveness. “Happy are those whose transgres-
sion is forgiven,” the psalmist writes, “whose 
sin is covered” (verse 1). The verses describe 
the internal turmoil with vivid and visceral 
language, such as “groaning” (verse 3). The 
“heavy” hand of God bears down on the 
psalmist, sapping their strength to keep going 
(verse 4). When they experience forgiveness, it 
is like being “surround”(ed) by gladness and 
finding a comforting, secure “hiding 
place” (verse 7).  
 
Adults and youth are welcome. Following the 
first session, we will decide whether you 

would like to continue with a group study. 
You will receive a calendar with daily messag-
es for your personal journey as well and are 
invited to support ELCA’s World Hunger pro-
gram with financial gifts Trinity will designate 
for clean water projects.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
A MESSAGE FROM  

THE STEWARDSHIP  
COMMITTEE 

 
 
 

Welcome to 2023 and a year filled with oppor-
tunities to explore our faith and grow in faith-
ful action. Together with boards and com-
mi ees of the congregation and WELCA, we 
will focus on some special areas of ministry as 
we journey through the year.  
 
In this newsle er, you will see information 
about global health and hunger issues we will 
address with information and opportunities for 
giving through the months of February and 
March. In April, May, and June we will look at 
the environment and care of creation. During 
July, August, and September our focus will be 
on care of our neighbors, both local and global. 
Finally, in October, November, and December 
we will evaluate and explore the stewardship 
of our time, talent, and resources. 
 
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith.” Hebrews 12:12a 
 

He will show us the right path to walk. 



 

TRINITY TRUMPET                                    FEBRUARY 2023 

12 

                       
 
 
 
 

 
 

                         
WELCA   

Shrove Tuesday  
Pancake Supper 

February 21, 5:00 pm 
Shrove Tuesday is the day immediately pre-
ceding Ash Wednesday. Shrove, derived 
from shrive,  refers to the confession of sins as 
a preparation for Lent. The day is sometimes 
still used for self-examination and introspec-
tion, but Shrove Tuesday eventually ac-
quired the character of a festival celebration, 
with pancakes and sweet treats so eggs, sug-
ar, and fat, commonly forbidden during the 
Lenten fast, could be used up so they would-
n’t go to waste.  
 

All women and girls are invited to a Shrove 
Tuesday (Pancake Tuesday or Fat Tuesday) 
celebration supper of pancakes AND sweet 
treats on Tuesday, February 21 at 5 p.m. 
Come for a meal and fellowship with no 
cooking or cleanup.  Our men of the church 
will be cooking, serving and cleaning up! 
 

Please sign up in the narthex so we know 
how much food should be prepared.  

CREATIVE SHARING SUNDAY 
 
February 5, 2023 and every first Sunday 
of the month after the 9:30 service we 
will be hosting an opportunity to share your 
talents and skills with your church family. 
It’s a chance to meet others who share 
your same interests while enjoying some cof-
fee and a sweet treat. Open to all ages. 
 
All types of creations: Knitting, crochet, 
drawing, paintings, photography, crafting, 
culinary, wood working,  flower arranging, fly 
tying, basket weaving, welding, pottery 
work, cross-stitch, sewing, quilting and 
stain glass.  Questions? Contact Diane 
Hagler (612)251-0946. 
 
 

GIVING STATEMENTS 
2022 Giving Statements have been emailed to 
members.  If you are unable to retrieve the 
statement or do not have an email, please 
stop in the office to pick up a paper copy. 
 

 
BIRTHDAYS 

If we miss your birthday in the Trumpet, 
please let us know so that we can correct our 
database. 
 
We wish Joan Smith a belated Happy Birth-
day, (Jan. 16) as it was missed in January.    
We hope you had a lovely day! 



 

TRINITY TRUMPET                                    FEBRUARY 2023 

13 

 
 
 

HEART HEALTH 

Heart Health February is the month of the heart. We have the 
holiday that is symbolized by the heart, Valentine’s Day, and 
it is also American Heart Month.  

American Heart Month was established by President Lyndon B. Johnson and February 1964 
was the first Heart Health Month which makes this the 58th anniversary. While we have 
learned a great deal over the past almost six decades about how the cardiovascular system 
works and how to prevent cardiovascular disease, it still remains one of the leading causes of 
death for both men and women in the United States. The first Friday in February is National 
Wear Red Day. It was first celebrated in 2002 in an effort to bring awareness to the fact that 
heart disease is the #1 health threat for women in the US. We have all read about the risk fac-
tors associated with cardiovascular disease, such as hypertension (high blood pressure) and 
high cholesterol. We have also read what life-style factors can lead to a healthy heart such as 
a healthy diet, healthy weight and regular exercise.  

So, is your heart physically healthy and do you live a healthy-heart life style? Physically tak-
ing care of the bodies (and especially the hearts) that God has entrusted to us is important. 1 
Corinthians 6:19 states: “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who 
is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own.” God tells us that we 
are to be good stewards of our bodies.  

And my next question is, is your heart spiritually healthy and are you living a healthy heart 
life style? Do you make sure you have a healthy diet of God’s word? Do you keep your heart 
spiritually at a healthy weight, not allowing it to be over-burdened and weighed down? Do 
you regularly examine your heart and make sure it exercises gratitude, love, compassion and 
joy?  

I have a print that hangs above our front door as a reminder when I go out and when I come 
in, with the following verses: “Rejoice always; pray continually; give thanks in all circum-
stances for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  

This is God’s “prescription” for living a heart-healthy spiritual life. I pray that during the 
month of the heart, you will practice those things that keep your heart both physically and 
spiritually healthy.  

In Christ,  
Pat Reijo, Stewardship Commi ee 
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Trinity’s Women of the ELCA invites you to help provide essential personal 
care items for Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits during February 
and March. Kits will be assembled and sent after Easter. 
 

Assembled from common household items,  Personal Care Kits help  
families in crisis to feel human…to feel loved…to feel that someone 

cares. 
PERSONAL CARE KITS   

 

· Sturdy, wide-tooth comb 
· Two or three bath-size bars (equaling 8-9 oz.) of soap,    
       any brand, in original wrapping— recommend lightly or unscented brands 
· Nail Clippers—large or small, with or without file 
· Light weight to medium weight bath size towel that will air dry easily (between 20"×40" 
 &  27”x52"), dark color recommended 
· Toothbrush (may separate multi-packs and put each toothbrush in a sealed envelope—no 
 plastic bags) 

Please leave items in bins in the Resource Room 
 

Feel free to make complete kits, bring some items, or donate $$ and  
someone will do the shopping for you!   

Watch for updates of items that are particularly needed.       
Goal: 75 completed kits 
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We Are Called 
By Renay Jonjak 

 

Vigne e 5:  The Miracle of Guadalupe 
 

Rosa’s Christian faith is central to her being, sustaining her through the myriad of changes and chal-
lenges her life has endured.  During the first two years that Rosa’s family lived in Gille , it was diffi-
cult for them to a end mass.  Vicente’s unrelenting work schedule coupled with having to drive to 
Green Bay for a Spanish mass provided formidable obstacles.  In 2008 when Victoria turned seven, 
however, Rosa decided it was time to enroll her in the First Communion classes held at St. John’s 
Catholic Church in Gille .  Already bilingual, Victoria would have no problem with the English in-
struction.   Simultaneously Rosa, Victoria, Emiliano and Vicente (when possible) began to grace the 
front row pew during weekly masses at St. John’s.  Although the only Spanish-speaking family in 
the parish, “we got what we could out of the service,” notes Rosa.  When I arrived in Gille  a year 
later, I translated into Spanish for Rosa the principle parts of the missal used in weekly worship.  
This at least allowed her to connect the English to the liturgical format with which she was familiar 
in Spanish. Yet for Rosa and Vicente a core element of their uniquely Mexican Catholic faith was ab-
sent from these local masses:  “La Virgen de Guadalupe.”  Knowledge of the legacy of “The Virgin of 
Guadalupe” is fundamental to understanding the Mexicans’ perspective regarding this saint and 
their unwavering devotion to her. 
 

In 1523, just two years after the Aztec capital of Tenochitlán (now Mexico City) fell to Hernán Cortés 
and his Spanish Conquistadors, the first Roman Catholic missionaries arrived and began the reli-
gious conquest of Mexico.  Over time, newly arrived Franciscan priests were able to translate reli-
gious texts and Christian doctrines into Nahuatl, the Aztecs’ native tongue.  Among their first con-
verts was a humble Indian whom they christened “Juan Diego.”  On December 9, 1531, Juan Diego 
crossed the barren hill called Tepeyac to a end mass.  He was brought to a sudden halt by a blinding 
light and the sound of unearthly music.  Before him appeared the vision of a beautiful dark-skinned 
woman.  Calling the Indian “my son,” she declared herself to be the “La Virgen María,” the mother 
of Jesus Christ.  She requested that Juan Diego relay a message to Bishop Juan de Zumarraga:  she 
wanted the bishop to build a church on Tepeyac hill.  Amazed, Juan Diego departed and immediate-
ly tried to gain an audience with the bishop.  After much persistence, he was finally admi ed to see 
the bishop and told him of the Virgin Mary’s request.  Incredulous, the bishop demanded that Juan 
Diego provide him with some proof of such an unlikely encounter. 
 

Confused and fearful, Juan Diego avoided Tepayac for several days.  On December 12th, however, 
Juan Diego took a short cut across the hill while rushing to find a priest for his dying uncle.  Once 
again La Virgen appeared, this time disclosing to Juan Diego her full name, “Santa María de Guada-
lupe” (“Guadalupe” originally was an Arabic word meaning “river of love”).  La Virgen also ap-
peared to Juan Diego’s uncle that same day and healed him completely.  When Juan Diego told La 
Virgen of the bishop’s request for a sign, she instructed Juan Diego to pick the roses he would find  
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blooming on top of Tepayac’s desert hillside.  After Juan Diego faithfully gathered up the miraculous 
blossoms in his mantle, he returned to see the bishop.  To the amazement of all assembled, not only 
beautiful roses spilled out of Juan Diego’s cloak, but a perfect image of La Virgen herself also ap-
peared emblazoned upon it.  By order of Bishop Zumarraga, a small church was soon constructed on 
the Tepayac site designated by the La Virgen.  In 1709 the original church was replaced by a larger 
structure, and the Vatican officially recognized “The Miracle of Guadalupe” in 1745.  In October of 
1976 a new Basilica of modern design and enormous capacity was dedicated in Mexico City.  To this 
day, there hangs Juan Diego’s original cloak with the miraculous visage of La Virgen still visible up-
on it.  
 
As with all ma ers of faith, the seemingly unbelievable events concerning Juan Diego’s encounters with La Vir-
gen are often met with deep skepticism.  Those unfamiliar with everyday miracles fostered by the hand of God 
seek a scientific explanation.  To that end, Juan Diego’s cloak has been subjected to extensive analysis over the 
years.  NASA scientists confirm that the paint material creating the pigment on the cloth doesn’t belong to any 
known element on earth.  Nor has science been able to explain the lack of signs of deterioration of the cloak’s 
cactus maguey fibers after 481 years of exposure to the elements.  Repeated modern day scientific experiments 
routinely show these natural fibers disintegrating within a span of only ten to thirty years.  On November 14, 
1921, Luciano Perez Carpio planted a bomb behind the floral arrangement at the very foot of the iconic Virgen.  
Although the candlesticks and bronze Crucifix placed on the altar in front of the display were severely bent 
upon impact, the actual cloak showed no sign of damage. “Inexplicable” remains the academic response. 
 
Every December 12th millions of faithful “Guadalupeños” gather to honor La Virgen.  In Mexico processions, 
prayers, songs, dances, and fireworks celebrate “La Reina de México” (The Queen of Mexico).  During a class 
excursion to the Basilica in Mexico City, Rosa was only fourteen when she first viewed the revered 
“tilma” (cloak fastened by a knot).  She was deeply moved.  In her home today both a large traditional portrait 
and a small modern poster of La Virgen de Guadalupe are reverently displayed.  For Rosa, Vicente, and count-
less other Mexicans, La Virgen assumes the identical roles ascribed to Catholicism’s beloved Virgin Mary:  she 
is the mother of Christ and an Intercessor for the petitions of the faithful.  Yet it is the Mexicans’ two endearing 
epithets for La Virgen which reveal her intimate connection to them.  As “La Virgen Morena” (The Dark- 
skinned Virgin), she embodies the physical characteristics of the Mexican race; as “La Virgen Indígena” (The 
Indigenous Virgin), she is a member of the Indian family, having addressed Juan Diego as “my son.”  Thus de-
spite the brutal subjugation inflicted upon the Mexican peoples by the invading Spanish marauders, “The Mir-
acle of Guadalupe” has served to validate unequivocally the innate dignity of the indigenous peoples. 
 
Fast forward to December 12, 2011.   For the first time there hangs in the sanctuary of St. John’s Catholic 
Church in Gille  a portrait of La Virgen de Guadalupe.  Before it stands a small, traditional altar adorned with 
candles, red poinse ias, and a shawl bearing the red, white and green colors of the Mexican flag.  For three 
days Rosa’s family and other Guadalupeños are allowed to come and prayerfully honor La Virgen.  How did 
this “missing element” finally come to be?  The answer is three-fold:  the Holy Spirit, Sister Marla, and Rosa.  In 
August of 2009 Sister Marla began serving St. John’s Catholic Church in Gille  and a ended the Seneca Fare-
well for its Mexican workers in September.  She also was routinely face to face with Rosa’s Spanish-speaking 
family during mass but had no way of communicating with them.  How the Holy Spirit opened doors to foster 
their mutual love and understanding is the work of miracles; those wonders, however, remain for the telling 
yet another day. 
 
To be continued… 
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The WELCA Board met on Monday, January 9, 2023. 

Business 
· A new year has begun for the women of the church and we 

are planning for the rest of the winter events.  
 

· Lent does not start until February 22nd, but it will be here before we know it.  Sign-ups for Lenten 
supper food will be posted and the WELCA service groups will fill in the gaps as necessary.     

· We plan to revive Fat Tuesday on February 21st as a fellowship opportunity for all the women of the 
church.   We will ask the men of the church to serve a pancake supper with a short program 
to prepare us for the season of Lent.  

· Looking farther into the future, March 5th is tentatively BOLD women Sunday with some special 
additions to the Sunday service. 

· Looking farther into the future, March 5th is tentatively BOLD women Sunday with some special 
additions to the Sunday service. 

· WELCA received many thanks from our end of the year disbursements.   
· Our quilting mission continues with all the Thursdays available in February to sew.  
· January events that we helped to serve were the Luau Sunday and the annual meeting.  
· The funeral policy was discussed again and clarified.  
· The current board members agreed to serve for another year, but we continue to look for new mem-

bers.  It was noted that we need a representative from the Mary and Ruth circles to add to the board.  
 

There are many opportunities for mission so feel free to join in an area of your interest and let's make 
2023 another successful year of serving others! 

Trinity’s Women of the ELCA invites you to help provide essential personal care items 
for Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits during February and March. Kits will be 
assembled and sent after Easter. 
 

Assembled from common household items,  Personal Care Kits help  families in crisis to 
feel human…to feel loved…to feel that someone cares. 

PERSONAL CARE KITS   
· Sturdy, wide-tooth comb 
· Two or three bath-size bars (equaling 8-9 oz.) of soap,    
       any brand, in original wrapping— recommend lightly or unscented brands 
· Nail Clippers—large or small, with or without file 
· Light weight to medium weight bath size towel that will air dry easily (between 20"×40" & 
 27”x52"), dark color recommended 
· Toothbrush (may separate multi-packs and put each toothbrush in a sealed envelope—no 
 plastic bags) 

Please leave items in bins in the Resource Room 
 

Feel free to make complete kits, bring some items, or donate $$ and  
someone will do the shopping for you!   

Watch for updates of items that are particularly needed.       
Goal: 75 completed kits 
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Trinity Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes – December 12, 2022 
 
In A endance: Steve Clay, Steve Hemshrot, Pastor Heather Kistner, Sarah Gothblad, Teri Schult, 
Kirsten Vik, Stan Johannes, Mary Ellen UIlfers                                      
 
ABSENT: Vicar Dan Shimon 
 
Devotions: Mary Ellen Ulfers 
 
Approval of Minutes: Secretary’s report from November accepted. 
 
Treasurers Report : Gary Hagler reported that Peter Donlan was hired this month to fill the 
bookkeeper position and that he is currently working with Krista to learn the duties of the posi-
tion. Council approved Peter being granted online banking access for Trinity’s General Fund and 
Capital Fund checking accounts to fulfill his duties. 
 
Gary Hagler discussed the budget that will be presented to the congregation at the annual meet-
ing. Discussed the importance of boards being involved in budget discussions. Steve Hemshrot 
made a motion to accept Treasurer’s report, second by Kirsten Vik, motion accepted. 
  
Board of Congregational Care 
Brief discussion on New Member Directory. Personal photos should arrive this week. Diane 
Hagler finishing layout, Cindy Fagerstrom has finished inpu ing data. Material will be sent to 
Universal Directory and a draft to be reviewed. Once draft is reviewed it will be submi ed and 
Directories will be printed. Two new members added to BCC. 
  
Board of Education  
Discussion of issues with the service provided by Luther Park Bible Camp in recent years. Deci-
sion to move youth involvement to Luther Point in Grantsburg. Motion by Steve Hemshrot to give 
financial support of $1,200 to Luther Point this year with new budget line for Bible camp, second 
by Kirsten Vik. Motion accepted. 
 

Property Commi ee 
Commi ee reforma ed with 13 members. We are thankful for the cooperation and commitments 
to this important work. 
 

Worship and Music Commi ee 
Currently has 8 members. Cantata was well received and a great success. 
 

Thank you to the nominating Commi ee for their hard work.  
 
Initiative to Faith will move forward with financial support from the Synod and Trinity to pay for 
advisor.  
 

Annual meeting is January  22 after the service, continental breakfast will be provided. 
 

Motion to adjourn  by Steve Hemshrot, second by Kirsten Vik. Meeting adjourned. 
 
 

Minutes submi ed by Mary Ellen Ulfers 
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(If you are scheduled and cannot serve,   
please find a substitute & let the office know) 

 
Usher Steve Aschbacher & Ken Schult 2/5 
 Katie Eichten, Mary Jean Johannes, Conf. Youth 2/12 
 Gail Lynum & Mike Kistner 2/19 
Ash Wed. 6:30 pm Sco  Smith and Doug Rudolph 2/22 
 Stan Johannes & Ma  Vesper 2/26 
  
Acolyte Jackson Sutherland 2/5 
 Joe Eichten 2/12 
 Emerson Russell 2/19 
Ash Wed. 6:30 pm Theo Kohl 2/22 
 Lucas Haynes 2/26 
 
Reader Bev Bohac 2/5 
 Confirmation Youth 2/12 
 Kerry Russell 2/19 
Ash Wed. 6:30 pm Bev Bohac 2/22 
 Rich Greenlee 2/26 
  
Power Point Julie Rankila 2/5 
 Savanna Siwicki 2/12 
 Becky Gauger 2/19 
Ash Wed. 6:30 pm Julie Rankila 2/22 
 David Huebner 2/26 
  
Live Stream Mark Reuter 2/5 
 Mark Reuter 2/12 
 Colton Siwicki 2/19 
Ash Wed. 6:30 pm Mark Reuter 2/22 
 Diane Hagler 2/26 
 
Communion Laura Kalisch, Cathy Severance, Cathy Reuter 2/5 
Assistants Dawn Olson, Renay Jonjak, Karen Slaminski 2/19 
Ash Wed. 6:30 pm Gloria Thue and Mary Jean Johannes 2/22 
 
Altar Guild Mark and Cindy Fagerstrom 
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Online Worship:  FB, You-Tube, Website 
E-MAIL:  trinitylutheranspooner@gmail.com 
FACEBOOK:   Trinity Lutheran Church, Spooner 
WEBSITE:  www.trinityspooner.org 
PHONE NUMBER:  715-635-3603 

MISSIONARIES:  Dr. Steve and Bethany 
     Friberg 

COUNCIL EXECUTIVE BOARD  
President: TBD  
Vice President:   TBD  
Treasurer:  TBD 
Secretary:   TBD 
 
                            STAFF 

Pastor/Office  Rev. Heather Kistner 715-635-3603 

CPL  Cathy Reuter  715-965-8093 

Office Mgr.  Julie Rankila  715-635-6552 

Bookkeeper Peter Donlan  612-616-7967 

Music Min. Tamara Smith  715-645-0995 
 

FROM THE CHURCH RECORDS 
Baptized –491     Confirmed – 386  

 
 TOTAL INCOME/EXPENSES TO DATE: 

DECEMBER 
 
 General Offering:  $302,363  
 Other Income:  $    2,550  
 Total Income $304,913  
 Mission for Others $  41,192  
 Our Church Expenses $258,035  

WE ARE THANKFUL  
FOR GIFTS AND 

MEMORIALS 
 

· Money gift in memory of Ken Fick  from 
Stan Johannes, Sandy Johnson,  Lois Ber-
trand, Diane Hagler, Linda Ferris, Bill Cal-
lander, Nancy Reis, Ernest Rud, Doug Ol-
son; designated to the Endowment Fund 
from Howard & Marilyn Hill, Endowment 
Fund; designated to the Capital Fund from 
Ken Schult, Julie Rankila; designated to 
the Men’s Group from Cathy Severance 

· Money gift designated to the Outdoor 
Worship space from Steve & Mary 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
NEWSLETTER  

ARTCLES  
DUE  

FEBRUARY 15 

· Marie Lund for making outdoor signs 
· Dennis Peterson, Gail Lynum, Bill Cal-

lander and Tim Ogren for replacing 
new ceiling tiles in the main hallway 

· Everyone who helped to take down 
Christmas decorations 

· Gloria Thue, Cindy Fagerstrom  and 
Jean Reimann for office help 

· Gloria Thue, Ruth Skeie, Gary Hagler 
for offering counting 

· Ken Schult and Mike Kalisch for repair-
ing lose pews in the sanctuary 

· Snow shoveling: Stan Johannes, Julie 
Rankila, Ruth Skeie, Dave & Pat Reijo, 
Doug Rudolph 
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    SUNDAY 

 
  Monday 

 
Tuesday 

  
Wednesday 

 
 Thursday 

    
  Friday 

  
Saturday 

29 
 

9am Sunday 
School 

9:30am Worship  

30 
 
 
5pm Council 
meeting 

 31 
 

1 
(1pm Grief  
Support) 

 

1:00pm  
Sarah Circle 

6pm  
Confirmation 

2 
9am LWR 
Quilting 
 
(5pm Ski 
Team  
Dinner) 

 3 4 

 5     
9am Sunday 

School 
9:30am Worship 

with First 
Communion 

10:30 Church Env. 
12pm Worship & 

Music 

6   

10:30am 
Mary Circle 
12pm Ruth 

Circle 
 

(6:00pm AA) 

7 
 9am Men’s 
Group 

  

8 
 

 
 

6pm  
Confirmation 
Mentor Meal 

9 
 9am LWR 
Quilting 

10 
  10am 

Senior 
Singles 
Coffee 

11 

12 
9am Sunday 

School 
9:30am Worship 

lead by the  
Conf. Youth 

10:35 Miss. Trip 
Fundraising mtg 

13 
 9:30am 
WELCA 

Board 
 

6pm Council 
 

(6pm AA) 

14 
  

 
 
 

10am  
Visitation 

Team 

15 
 NEWS- 
LETTER  

ARTICLES 
DUE 

 

6pm  
Confirmation 
Family Night 

16 
 9am LWR 
Quilting 

 
(1pm  

Material 
Girls) 

17 
   
  

18 
  

19 NO Sunday       
School 

9am Lenten Bible 
Study 

9:30am Worship  
11:30 Theology on 

Tap @ Tracks 

20 
  
  
 

(6pm AA) 

21 
 9am Men’s 
Group 
 
5pm Shrove 
Tuesday 

22 
  

 
 

6:30pm  
Ash Wed. 
Worship 

23 
9am LWR 
Quilting 

 

 

24 
 

25 
   

26 
9am Sunday 

School 
9:30am Worship  

28 
     
 

 (6pm AA) 
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FEBRUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

 SUN  MON  TUE  WED  THU    FRI   SAT 

   1   
Ben  
Killinger 

2 
Julianne 
Woody 
 

 

3 
Mary Bos 
 

Quinlan Slayton 
 

Jeff Eichten 

4 
 
 

5 
 

6 
Zoey Haynes 
 

Ruth  
Ulvilden-
Klaas 
 

Evelyn  
Rezarch 

7 
 

8 
Mark  
Fagerstrom 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
Oliver Anklam 
 
Holly  
Simundson 
 
Glenn Leischer 

12 
Reid Hagen 
 
Daulton 
Brummond 

13 
Teresa  
Anderson 

14 
 

15 
Sarah  
Olson 

16 
 

17 
Jon Rezarch 
 
Norm Peterson 

18 
 

19 
 
 

20 
 

21 
Dixie Lokken 
 

 

22 
Sam  
Johnson 
 
Lucian  
Wahlstrom 

23 
 

24 
 Sawyer Meyer 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 
Tom Harmon 
 

28 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

       


